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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

There are many occasions when Jesus withdraws to 

spend time in prayer, the story of the transfiguration 

begins with Jesus taking Peter and John and James 

up a mountain to pray.  

This season of Lent is a time when we reflect on Jesus and his time of 

prayer and contemplation in the wilderness.  

Therefore, it is so appropriate that our Week of Prayer has been at the 

beginning of Lent – giving all of us an opportunity to take some ‘time 

out’ for prayer and reflection. Taking time to listen to God, not just 

bringing our concerns but taking time to be still in God’s presence and 

to allow God to still our minds.  

Once again the prayer stations around the church have been a real 

blessing, giving us a focus for prayer, giving us a wide range of media 

with which to express our prayers. Thank you to all who have been 

involved in this Week of Prayer – all of your prayers, spoken and 

unspoken, written and drawn, short and long – all of your prayers have 

been of such value.  

Prayer has been described as the power source for the life of the 

church, an essential part of a healthy church community. 

Church growth has been a topic of conversation in a number of places, 

in local church gatherings and national meetings. Whilst some churches 

are struggling to grow there are many examples of growing churches. 

I’m among a number of Ministers in the URC who feel a real sense of 

God’s call to challenge the church to grow.  

Here at Park URC we have seen God answer prayer, with over 50 new 

members received into membership since 2003.  

At our Holy Communion service in March we will receive seven new 

members into membership, four by transfer from other congregations 

and three by profession of faith.  

The number in our fellowship is not significant in the kingdom of God, 

the significance is that more and more people are coming into a living 
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relationship with Jesus Christ. Church membership is a sign of 

commitment to a fellowship, it is a public declaration of faith and it is a 

marker on the journey of faith.  

A major project for our church premises this year will be the 

redevelopment of our kitchen facilities. Dave Jones has continued to 

discuss ideas from members of the congregation. He has also consulted 

with professionals about electricity supplies, drainage and water 

supplies.  

Dave is planning to bring some clear proposals to the Church Meeting 

on 25th March, please do come along and hear more. 

As this is the 40th Anniversary year since the formation of the United 

Reformed Church (the union of the Presbyterian Church of England with 

the Congregational Church of England and Wales), the elders were 

wondering how we might mark this special event.  

One suggestion that we are exploring is to plant 40 trees in Palmer Park, 

an idea that fits well with the Transition Town plans to create a 

Community Orchard in the park. 

So this month, let us give thanks to God as we welcome our seven new 

members: Steph Melia, Mark Bennet, Jane Bennet, Nicola Werro, Zi 

Bhebhe, Enala Bhebhe and Lorraine Bhebhe.  

Let us also pray that our fellowship will always be open to new 

members.  

May our welcome be radical, embracing all, not just during Lent but 

throughout the year. 

Yours in Christ, 

Robert 
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Church Family News 

We are very pleased to receive seven new members into our fellowship, 

at the morning service on March 4th. They are Jane and Mark Bennett, 

Zi, Enala and Lorraine Bhebhe, Steph Melia and Nicola Werro. Jane, 

Mark and Steph have been members of our congregation for several 

years; Nicola, Zi and Enala have arrived more recently, and we give 

them all a very warm welcome. 

Congratulations and very best wishes to Sally Kirk, who celebrates her 

80th birthday on March 13th. We hope you have a very happy day.  

And more congratulations to...  

Kathryn Warden, who has been awarded a Master’s Degree with 

Distinction in Events Management from the University of Wales at 

Cardiff. We send our congratulations and very best wishes for the future. 

..and Lisa Durrant, who recently passed her driving test. 

A number of people are receiving or awaiting hospital treatment at this 

time: Sylvia Wise who has a fractured arm which needed surgery, 

Margaret Alder who had a fall and also contracted pneumonia, 

Barbara Baddoo who had successful eye surgery, Alan Holmes’ mother 

Emily in Scotland, and Judith Pritchard, one of our regular organists. We 

also continue to remember Sue Thompson’s father, Bob and Andrea 

Dewing, Eileen Day and Jane Bennett. It is good to see Ron Lawrence in 

church over the past few weeks, weather permitting (but that applies to 

many of us!) 

Some more memories of Dick Dowling... 

Many people gathered to remember Dick on January 30th, and as we 

talked we remembered more about him and his life. He had a great 

love of walking, especially hill walking in the Lake District, and his 

daughter Janet read an extract from one of Alfred Wainwright’s guides 

during the service. In the life of the church we remembered the Park 

Orchestra which was formed, I think in the 1980s, in which he and Bea 

both played, along with many other musicians.  

Maintenance and Improvements 

The cold weather really put our new boiler system to the test this month 

but I am pleased to report that Oxford Renewables have now fitted a 
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new pump to increase the flow from the boilers to the buffer store, 

which has improved the ability to maintain the church and halls at a 

comfortable temperature. We have taken our third delivery of wood 

pellets, each delivery is about 5 tonnes, and this is in line with our 

anticipated consumption. 

We have continued with a number of maintenance issues, including 

some new paper towel dispensers. A proper fire exit door has now been 

installed in the back passageway, behind the large hall. Repairs are 

due to be made to the storage areas above the passageway, when 

the weather improves.  

A more efficient and quieter vacuum cleaner has been purchased to 

replace the old one. The old vacuum cleaner will be kept in the cellar, 

for emergency use.  

Charlotte Eastwick has been busy in the church gardens, keeping the 

roses and bushes suitably trimmed and tidy. Janet Pritchard continues 

to keep our tea towels and hand towels clean every week. 

As always we want to thank everyone for their ongoing support in 

maintaining and improving our premises. 

Robert Weston 

Elders Sharing Together 

This year (in April) our serving elders are meeting together for their Away 

Day with elders from St Andrew’s URC, Grange URC and Tilehurst URC.  

This will be a great opportunity to explore ways in which we can support 

each other to enable growth in all parts of the URC in the Reading 

area.  

Please pray for the elders as they prepare to meet together. 

Robert Weston 
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March Calendar 

Sun 4th 9.30am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion and 

Reception of new members 

  4.00 pm Songs of Praise at Sutton Court 

  7.00 pm IGNITE! Worship 

Wed 7th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Finance and General Purposes Committee 

Sat 10th  Wessex Synod Meeting, Woking URC 

Sun 11th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship – SALT FESTIVAL 

  7.00 pm Ignite! Evening worship 

Wed 14th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Sun 18th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  7.00 pm Ignite! Evening worship 

Tues 20th – Thurs 23rd Minister away at URC Mission Council 

Wed 21st 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  Last Day for Magazine Contributions 

Sun 25th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  12 noon Church Meeting 

  7.00 pm Ignite! Evening Worship 

Wed 28th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Attention all Contributors! 

In future the Editor will need all material for publication a few days 

earlier than in the past, to allow time for editing, collating and printing 

each month. 

Please remember that the deadline is the Wednesday before the last 

Sunday of each month. In March (for the April Magazine, to be 

published on April 1st, the final day will be Wednesday March 21st. 

Thank you! 
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Some Thoughts on Africa 

I think that Park can claim to have links with quite a few African 

countries - it would be interesting to know how many. 

Can you name the countries? - and what about their capitals? 

 

(purists will note that recently South Sudan separated from Sudan!)
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We have to remember that Africa is a huge continent which stretches 

for 6,000 miles from north to south and 4,500 miles from west to east, 

and contains more than 50 countries. That’s big enough to fit in the 

whole of China, India, Japan, the USA, and Western and Eastern 

Europe! ...and here’s the answers 

Barbara Badoo 
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Trinity Hall - 25 years of welcoming students 

When Trinity United Reformed Church held their final service in the 

summer of 1979 it was the beginning of a new and fruitful ministry. The 

members of the church had decided that they did not want their 

church family to fizzle out, and that by closing they could sow the seeds 

for a new ministry. At the final service hopes were expressed that the 

site should be used for Christian educational support, and so Trinity Hall 

was born.  

At the final service it was also noted that the construction of the church 

had been delayed so that the farmer of the land might first reap the 

wheat crop. “There is not so much grain grown here now,”  it was said 

as the church closed. What had not been remembered were the words 

of Jesus “that a grain of wheat remains no more than a single grain 

unless it falls into the ground to die from where it will grow and multiply” 

(John 12: 24). 

Rather than trying to save their life the church members sacrificed 

themselves for the ministry of Jesus Christ to reach out in a new way – 

and because of that their legacy lives on through Trinity Hall.  

Members of Trinity Church moved to Park, St. Andrew’s, St Paul’s, 

Grange and Tilehurst URCs, as well as churches of other denominations. 

Park United Reformed Church, which was the “daughter” of Trinity, 

gained new members and elders from the closure and it was fitting that 

when it was involved in the planting and support of a new ecumenical 

church in Lower Earley the members suggested that its “grandmother’s” 

name should be used. So Trinity Church, next to ASDA in Lower Earley, 

carries on with the tradition of worship and service to the community – 

all because one grain of wheat fell and died! 

The late Rev. Alan Porter of St Andrew’s convened the group which 

initiated the building of Trinity Hall, and since then more than 500 

students from over 20 different nationalities have found a Christian 

welcome and support there. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported this ministry, in particular 

those who allowed their grain of wheat to fall and die to grow and 

multiply!  
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Solar Panel Updates 

So who said that solar panels were 

only for the Summer? 

The photos show the output from 

our solar panels after the service 

last Sunday - so that’s February, 

and they are generating at 

virtually full output! 

You can also see from the totals 

that we have now made our 

contribution to the problems of 

global warming by saving a total 

of 2.497 tonnes of CO2. 

For those with an eye on the 

financial benefits, it can also be 

seen that between them they 

have generated 4.397 MWh, 

which in financial terms, at 43 

pence per unit, is now a grand 

total of £1,890.16 earned, directly 

into church funds. 

Rod King 

Scout Group news 

The expansion of our Scout group is progressing with our Explorer Unit 

being established on Thursday 19th April. Please pray for Robin Beeson 

who will lead this new section along with John Collins and others. 

Rob Weston 
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South Africa 2012 

You may remember that, back at the 

September 2011 Church Meeting, there was a 

presentation about a possible expedition from Park URC to Alathea 

Bible College (ABC) in South Africa, where our church members Neil 

and Hilary Applegate are serving as missionaries.  

In total, nine young people and twelve adults are committed to this 

adventure and there has been much planning and fundraising taking 

place to enable the trip to take place. The group has just received 

provisional flight details, flying from Heathrow to Johannesburg.  

During the last week of July and the first two weeks of August 2012, the 

team will be supporting the work of Neil and Hilary in a variety of ways. 

ABC was founded three years ago, in order to train church leaders to 

be able to tackle the many issues facing the South African church.  

Alongside the Bible College, Alathea Skills Training and Higher 

Education College (ASTHEC) has been built, to provide skills training to 

local people, alongside bible training. Also connected to ABC is Grace 

School with 550 pupils aged 5 to 18 and this is one of the places we will 

be able to serve.  

Other potential items on our itinerary include open air drama in the 

shopping precincts, supporting church plants in rural areas and hospital 

ministry. Running an after-school club for about a hundred young 

people will be one of the key projects for us.  

Finally, business and practical projects will also be available for team 

members to support. Whilst members of the adult team will be serving 

according to their skill sets and areas of expertise, the youth team will 

be working together on a range of different projects.  

Whilst we are away, we will also be taking some time to experience the 

special attractions of South Africa, such as the famous Kruger National 

Park. 

However, the financial cost of making all these opportunities possible is 

significant, and our collective fundraising target is £31,500 (£1,500 per 

person).  
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In order to help the group achieve this, a South Africa Mission Support 

Fund has been proposed by the Finance and General Purpose 

Committee, and approved by the Elders.  

Any donations made to this fund will be put towards supporting the 

mission aspects of the trip, and the social action projects, and will be 

very gratefully received. We look forward to sharing with you further 

details of the project for your ongoing prayer support. 

Andrew Weston 

Note: The South Africa Support Fund is not a formal Gift Day appeal of 

the Church, but anyone who would like to make a donation in support 

of this mission of the church should pass it to me or to Robert Weston.  

Please do say if you are able to Gift Aid your donation, as that will add 

25% to its value. 

Alistair Knox 

Wheelchair for loan 

As you may know, my uncle recently died and we have a very light 

wheelchair that can be borrowed by anyone. 

It is ideal for short outings as the wheels easily are removed and it folds 

down and is easily portable in a car boot. It has safety straps and a 

comfortable cushion to sit on.  

Please ask or ring me at any time if you need this as it could be useful 

on so many occasions when you need a wheel chair for a short time, 

either to take anyone out or to help with a temporary injury/illness 

necessitates its use. 

Gaye      
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The Week of Prayer - in pictures 
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A World of Compassion (Micah 7:8-20)  

This term we are concentrating on themes from the book of Micah. The 

week before, Rob was telling us about what does the Lord require of us 

(Micah 6:8): “To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your 

God”.  

We look further on knowing more about the compassion of God and 

our response to His compassion. 

Compassion of God 

We can learn from the Bible that throughout history, the prophets had 

portrayed a dark picture of the people of Israel, a nation which had 

turned its back upon God, rejected Him, and so become riddled with 

evil. For today’s sermon, let us look at Micah’s charges of injustice. 

These include plotting evil (Micah 2:1), fraud, coveting and violence 

(Micah 2:2) stealing, dishonesty (Micah 2:8), driving widows from their 

home (Micah 2:9), hating good, loving evil (Micah 3:1,2) , despising 

justice, distorting what is right (Micah 3:9), murder (Micah 3:10) and 

taking bribes (Micah 3:11).  The people didn’t learn from the prophet’s 

message.  Time after time they sinned; time after time God forgave 

them. 

Michael Green in one of his sermons told us, that long ago, a poor 

woman from the slums of London was invited to go for a holiday at the 

ocean. She had never seen the ocean before, and when she saw it, 

she burst into tears. Those accompanied her thought it was weird that 

she should cry. This was such a lovely holiday given to her! They asked 

her, “Why are you crying?” Pointing to the ocean she replied, “This is the 

only thing I have ever seen that there was enough of.” God has oceans 

of mercy. There is enough of it … and God delights to show His mercy 

and compassion (Micah 7:19).  

Our Compassionate God never rejects us. 

Confession of our sins 

John, a psychologist, once asked a number of prisoners, “Why are you 

here?” The answers were very revealing. One of them said, “I had been 

framed!” Another said, “They ganged up on me!” Yet another said, “It 

was a case of mistaken identity!”  John wondered if anyone could 

possibly find a larger group of innocent people anywhere else but in 

prison! I’ve just learnt from my Bar Professional Training Course that it is 
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possible for a witness to pick a wrong person in an identification 

parade, but the standard of proof for the prosecution has to be 

beyond reasonable doubt before an accused be found guilty. 

Are these prisoners showing any signs of remorse, are they truly sorry for 

what they have done? 

We have just learnt from the children’s puppet show on the parable of 

the lost son. The son knew that he had done wrong; he returned and 

said to his father, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 

you. I am no longer to be called your son.” (Luke 15:21) But the father 

welcomed him back saying, “For this son of mine was dead and is alive 

again, he was lost and is found!” (Luke 15:24)  

Rembrandt’s wonderful painting of the Return of the Prodigal Son 

always reminds me of God constantly waiting for our return. No matter 

how far we wander away from Him, He always welcomes us back with 

His open arms, just as what Rembrandt portrayed in his painting. (It is 

exhibited in Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg.) 

In Micah's time, the people rejected God, they did not listen to the 

prophets, but God did not give up on His people. God kept His promise 

of salvation through the gift of His Son Jesus Christ. I'm always amazed 

to see how God has preserved His people even in this last 60 years or so.  

Today there is still so much sin in the world; people are still rejecting 

God. I was so disappointed that two days ago, the High Court has ruled 

that it is “unlawful” for Bideford Town Council to begin their formal 

meetings with prayer.  Has God given up on us? No, He has not. 

Whenever we are truly sorry and turn to Him in genuine repentance, we 

are forgiven through His saving grace and we have new life through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

Perhaps, we have struggled with our faith, may be not been to church, 

or not been praying for a while. Or perhaps we have stopped reading 

the Bible regularly; when we come back to God, He doesn’t condemn 

us, but welcomes us back into a relationship with Him. Or perhaps we 

are impatient, running ahead of God’s plan, or we get angry easily, or 

we say things we don’t really mean, when we are truly sorry, God 

doesn’t condemn us, but He forgives us, and through the power of the 

Holy Spirit; we are given peace of mind and also the strength to carry 

on. 
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Let us take a few minutes, reflecting on anything at this moment in time 

that you are struggling with, that you would like to bring it before the 

Lord. There are pens and paper passing around. Write your confession 

down. Bring it before the Lord. It can be a word, a phrase, a picture, a 

symbol… No one is going to read it apart from the Lord. Make a 

confession. Tear the paper you write. And dispose it in this rubbish bin 

liner. 

We are not perfect, but God welcomes all our sincere attempts when 

we confess our wrongdoings, and put Him at the centre of our lives and 

to walk humbly in His light. 

Communicating God’s Compassion 

Micah ends on a note of praise and thanksgiving, the God of salvation 

and compassion calls us to be a people of care and compassion, for all 

of God's people. 

We can take our step to express God’s compassion by showing care 

and compassion: 

• Food collection for CIRDIC – Drop In Centre for the Homeless 

• Street Pastors 

• CommuniCare – giving advice and support for people in local 

area 

• United Church of Zambia 

• Ridgeline Trust – therapeutic Garden for mental health patients 

• St. Mungo’s – supporting and helping the homeless 

Let us recap what have we learnt.  Let us remember this by the 3 C’s. 

Knowing the Compassion of God/ Confession of our sins/ and 

Communicating God’s compassion. 

Compassion of God: God takes care of His people; He has never given 

up Israel, God takes care of each one of us. He loves us. He is a 

compassionate God. He will never give us up. 

Confession of our sins: We should confess our sins and walk closely with 

Him. God always welcomes us back when we are truly sorry of our 

wrongdoings. 
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Communicating God’s compassion: So what is our response to God’s 

compassion for us? We should share His compassion for all people, be a 

witness for Jesus in the way we live. 

As this is the last study of the book of Micah, let us read together and 

memorise this Bible verse which sums up our study: “To act justly, to love 

mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8) 

Yes, indeed! Everyone needs compassion! Everyone needs forgiveness! 

Our God is Mighty to save.  

Acknowledgement 

The author would like to thank Rob Weston, Jenny Jones, David Wong, 

Alun Armstrong, Alan Bird, Andrew Rutherford and John Maxwell for 

their valuable inspiration, suggestions and comments. 

Phebe Mann 

Quiz and Pancakes 

Thank you to everyone who came and took part, and helped to 

prepare for the Quiz and Pancake evening held on 25th February.  We 

had a total of 13 teams with 71 people present and a very wide age 

range which was great.  It was a hard fought contest, with the 

'Moustachios' (Rose, Christina, Daniel, Bev, Mike and Philip) pipping 'The 

Kings +2' (Rod, Carrie, Laura, Lydia and Ben) to the post by one point in 

the very last round!   

We ate our way through 117 pancakes, and thanks to the team who 

helped cook and serve them.  A total of £150 was raised towards the 

South Africa Support Fund. 

Special thanks to question master Roger for hosting so brilliantly, we 

couldn't have done it without you! 

Kindness - Micah 6:8 

We have been reminded about showing kindness recently. Remember 

the memory verse we had a few Sundays ago? Hint: Micah 6:8 has 

“love kindness” in the RSV, Good News has “show constant love”, while 

NIV has “love mercy”. Love is everywhere! It’s also action-packed: to 

‘show’ love. Mercy and kindness are two ways to show love. Love in 
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isolation is like sharing the best chocolate with you and yet withholding 

it for selfish reasons, I think that’s far from (showing) love. 

Showing kindness and showing mercy seem to be very similar. They 

might be both sides of the coin, or at least a lot of overlapping areas. 

Let’s not get into the technical and dissect the words and language. 

But it’s very useful to reflect on how we show kindness.  

A friend in need, such as of companionship, shelter, skills and learning: 

meeting such needs calls out for kindness. For someone to go through a 

lot of personal trouble in order to satisfy a stranger’s needs is also 

showing kindness. 

However, the world is complex! Identifying people in the street who we 

think are “in need” and show kindness to them might not be a wise 

move. So, really, how do we do it, if it is even possible?  

The story Jesus told of the “Good Samaritan” seems fitting. The crucial 

things being that those who “knew” love and kindness were more pre-

occupied with their status quo of keeping on the right side of the “law” 

than to roll down their sleeve and get dirty to help the injured person, 

and the Samaritan man had the capacity to care (he “took pity”), and 

then took care of the man in need.  

We never know whether the Samaritan man was delayed in getting to 

where he was going. But he went out of his way (literary!) to care for this 

injured person, on the basis that he needed help and couldn’t sort 

himself out. He had some spare time and money (or at least he was in 

control of these) and he spent these for somebody he didn’t know, 

probably could not quite see the face of, and really in a very bad and 

undignified state. 

There was the account of Peter who denied Jesus three times. Jesus 

had foretold him about that. When Peter realised the mess he had led 

himself in, in front of no other than Jesus himself, he “went outside and 

wept bitterly”.  

It seems the next occasion the two met was when on hearing the news 

of the empty tomb reported by the women, Peter, “however” 

(contrasting with other disciples who continued in their unbelief), got up 

and ran to the tomb.  

In Acts, we read that the disciples spent a lot of time praying. Following 

that (i.e. lots of praying together), Peter took chances on preaching 
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rallies and many came to know Jesus. I like to think that Jesus showed a 

lot of kindness to Peter, especially in the latter’s denial of knowing Jesus. 

This gave Peter the foundation to evangelise too many people. 

While we are not Jesus, his Spirit empowers us to do the greatest things. 

Jesus did not say “no” to God his father. The kindness we can give to 

others is within our means. Like the Samaritan traveller, keep our eyes (or 

senses) open for those who are in need. Street Pastors help people in 

need on their feet, to return home, and in some ways playing a peace 

making role.  

Many Christian charities exist to support people on the poverty line due 

to economic hardship, as well as to rid themselves of addiction through 

the power of the kindness of Jesus, and to integrate back to society.  

Some people face insurmountable challenge to travel great distances 

to meet with a few Christian brothers and sisters in the persecuted part 

of the church. It’s a great price to show kindness.  

Some reorganised their life in order to set up a base in such countries in 

order to encourage the Christians there. They show kindness to those in 

need using great skills of creativity and adaptability in very difficult 

situations. 

The banks got the country into financial meltdown, accepted the 

government’s lifeline, and soon afterwards awarded their top 

executives some monetary hand-out equivalent to the combined 

salary of hundreds of nurses and teachers over decades, most of which 

are then pumped back to them via mortgage and interest payments. 

The system today does not really know kindness.  

However, a key question is whether we point the finger at these 

institutions, or (with the other four fingers pointing back to ourselves) 

should we place ourselves in the system to make a difference? Showing 

kindness at a social level is something rather impersonal, is that showing 

kindness? Very often the causes of social, economic and political 

problems are the “system” itself.  

It’s challenging enough to show kindness to those who suffer because 

of the system: the problem they face is huge (an illness could lead to 

employment and accommodation problems which in turn lead to 

relationship and mental problems). Yet perhaps we could also show 

kindness to them in fixing the system (the abolition of slavery is one 

great example).  
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Metaphorically: building a bridge, improving the kitchen facilities, 

tidying the children’s park. That is, making their life easier, easy access 

to sort out the basics of life. This in turn improves the quality of their life 

and self-esteem.  

To show kindness is one of the fruits of the spirit (Galatians 5:22), a 

tangible evidence of a Christian. God loves us so much he gifted us the 

world to take care of. In “clothing the naked” (Matthew 25:40) and 

“discipling the nations” (Matthew 28:19), we do these with kindness. 

Sacrificially, giving time and space to others to meet their need where 

they are; wisely, “turning the tables” (Matthew 21:13) in the system to 

ensure the poor has a chance; and also “holy”, because the world 

belongs to the Lord and we are his stewards. 

David Wong 
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Notices from CTEER churches 

Anderson Baptist are starting English classes for their Nepalese 

congregation and would be interested if anyone can assist on a 

Tuesday morning or Friday morning. This will involve teaching simple 

English and a bible study. There is also a requirement for someone to 

assist teaching the men English on a Wednesday.  

St Bartholomew’s in London Road and across the park from us are 

holding fortnightly prayer cafes on Sunday afternoons at 4.00pm. The 

next one is on 11th March where you will be given a warm welcome 

and tea followed by maybe a speaker, short worship and time for 

socialising. These last approximately 1-1.5 hrs but this is quite flexible.   

The musical ‘Pharoah to Freedom’ is being rehearsed 11-4pm at St 

Matthew’s, Southcote on the 17th March and any singers are welcome 

to join in and then perform on the next day, Sunday 18th at 6.00pm. 

Give Mum’s a treat and take them along! 

To celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee there will be a joint service held at 

Earley St Peters on Sunday 3rd June at 6.30pm.  

Advance Notice – There will be a big screen event at Loddon Valley 

leisure centre to show the opening ceremony of the Olympic games on 

the 27th July which is a combined venture with CTEER/Asda/Leisure 

centre/Maiden Earley pub and there will be a BBQ and activities for all 

ages. Volunteers as stewards will be needed to assist from local 

churches. Further details will be released later.  Please put in your diary 

now unless you are lucky enough to be going to the actual opening 

ceremony!   

Gaye Rees 

Letters 

Dear Friends 

I would like to say a very sincere thank you to everyone at Park for your 

prayers, visits and phone calls following the burglary at my home.  It has 

made such a difference to know that people are thinking of me, and 

something I value very much. 

Eileen Day 
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Le Weekend 

All are welcome to Le Weekend 4,5,6 May 2012, at St Quentin, France 

The parishes of Aisne and St Quentin in the north of France are the 

location for this year’s Le Weekend.  This is an opportunity for people of 

all ages from Wessex and North & Normandy in France to meet each 

other, worship and pray together with no language barriers.   

The theme is Journey.  The  speaker will be Revd John Marsh, former 

moderator of the United Reformed Church General Assembly, who will 

be sharing his experience of leading a moderatorial pilgrimage to 

Compstela . As usual we will explore the theme through Bible study, 

prayer, games, and good food.  

There will be opportunities to visit the area which is steeped in history 

and be welcomed by good French hospitality and food. There will be 

activities for adults and children. .It is a bank holiday in England and the 

end of the school holiday in France.  

A chance to meet old and new friends, without needing to speak a 

foreign language as all will be translated. It’s a chance for kids to 

practise their French just before exam time, and for keen political 

followers to witness French Election Fever!! 

To find out more please contact the Church Secretary for details. 

Deadline for applications is 10th April 2012 

Do you want to develop your people helping skills? 

This course is suitable for anyone wishing to learn more about how to 

listen and communicate effectively. 

Philippi Trust is running an Introduction to Counselling Course (OCN 

Level 2) at the Philippi Trust counselling centre, 229 Kings Road, Reading, 

consisting of 3 weekend sessions: 27 & 28 April, 18 & 19 May, 29 & 30 

June (Friday 6pm – 10pm and Saturday 9am – 6pm). No previous 

counselling training is required.  

For further information please the Church Secretary or visit 

www.philippireading.org.uk. 
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Things we do not need 

On Sunday the 5th of February, in response 

to the Luke 9 1-6  where Jesus sends His 

disciples out saying “Take nothing for the 

journey - no staff, no bag, no bread, no 

money, no extra shirt” we thought about 

the contrast with our lives where we 

“need” so much.  

Shops try to sell us things that are simply 

not needed. The subject was triggered by 

finding haggis pizza for sale in Scotland for Burns night: Even in Scotland, 

surely there is no need for haggis pizza!    

Suggestions were:  

• Cleaning Materials: there are simply too many types. 

• Bottled Water: A very strong ground swell against it, when quite 

a few of us actually have access to tapped water. 

• Anything endorsed by celebrities: Another strong contender. 

• Too much Chocolate: Very controversial - but undoubtedly true. 

There must be many more things when one stops to think… 

Alan Holmes 

Stamps 

Last month I reported a proposed increase to 55p for a standard letter. I 

am delighted to discover that my note was read, many thanks for 

pointing out my error that 55p is even worse than ‘ten and six’ - it’s 

eleven shillings! 

Peter Short 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 

   home: 0118 966 8647 
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King     
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Worship 

  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday of month) 

 4.00 pm Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month) 

 6.30 pm Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 

 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 10.00 am Monkey Music 

 1.45 pm Mayfield Singers 

 5.00 pm Beaver Scouts 

 6.45 pm Cub Scouts 

 7.30 pm House groups 

Tuesday 10:00 am Park 60+ Exercise 

 10:00 am Happy Feet Footcare (every 3 weeks) 

 2.15 pm Friendship Club 

 2:00 pm Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 

 4:00 pm Street Feet Dance 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 

 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Step Dancing 

 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 

 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 

 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 

 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 

 5.00 pm Beavers 

 7:00 pm French Rocks (French Language Classes) 

 7.00 pm House group 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

 8.00 pm Hatha Yoga 

Thursday 2.00 pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Retirement Group 

 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm Rainbows 

 6.00 pm Brownies 

 7.15 pm Guides 

 7.30 pm Scouts 

Friday 9.45 am Zumba Fitness Class 

 6.30pm Pilots (Adventurers and Deckhands) 

Saturday 9.00 am The Allenova Ballet School 

 9.30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community 

Group 

 10.30 am Councillor Surgery(monthly) 

 4.00 pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 

 7.30 pm FIZZANG (Youth Club) 
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